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| | By the Editor
HAVE NOT been well enough to prepare for this
week’s paper a promised synopsis of the talk I gave to
the convention on Sunday afternoon.

What I said was mostly in illustration of what takes
place in the departments and editorial rooms of a natienal
paper like THE MENACE.

My personal relations to the paper during the past

eight years have, of necessity, been obscured; and 1t i

enongh for me that I have the confidence and love of so
large a constitueney.

To be rich in friendships, made perfeet by participa-
tion in the toil and diseipline incident to opposing the lgo
man Catholie political machine, is to be ricE indeed, I ean
take such riches with me when I pass onward into ‘‘the
camp of the immortals.” _

The only thing I covet is a place to serve the great
cause, whether it be as fireman shoveling coal, as track
Walker keeping the main line clear of Jesuits, politicians,
Knights of Columbus and false friends, or as David with
his sling, Tar Mexace, hitting the giant between the eyes,
or as a {lag bhearer calling the soldiers of freedom to the
colors. :

May that service be such that when I die. men may
know not £o much about when or where or how I haye done
my bit, but how well and true and faithful I have been to
tle enuse. And so I utter the prayer of Elizabeth Farn

Loin Seribners:

Make Thon me strgng, O Lord!
Not for the vietor's wreathed crown,
Not for the glory and enown
But in the hour of grim defeat
That comes upon the battle’s hea!
Bless Thou my blunted sword!

Make Thou me strong, O Lord!
Not for the counail’s highest seat,
But, mingling in the crowdell streeg.
To speak, with yonder lowly max
As with a brother, of Thy plan—-
Pless Thou my humble sword !

Make Thon me strong, O Lord !
Not to be first upon that way
Where hungry millions tread their day,
But if, at eve, when courage pales
My step shall guide some fool.that fails-
Thine be the path T trod!

Yours faithfully ON THE MAIN LINE,
AR, Lothatlr,

- The Big Four Begins

ETAIL MERCHANTS throughout the United
States would do well to take notice of the pope’s

Big Four who have assumed to direct reconstruetion

_in the United States according to papal plans. They are
the executive cominfittee of the National Catholic War
Council who are proceeding to spend the millions contrib-

Four,
e

uted by the American publie for war relief.

Get acquainted with the personnel of the Big
for you will hear much of them in the near future.
are Peter J. Muldoon, bishop of Rockford, Il ; Joseph

Glass, bishop of Salt Lake City; Joseph Schrembs, bishop

of Toledoj and William T, Russell, bishop of Charleston.

What these four worthies of the papal hierarchy may

s | ymong small ’Btorekeev&:ers- than among any other class of

1

ers and lon

-

part of the papist plea and preachn
create the impression that retail dea .
nigh prices. : | L S

Now, there is not an economist or man’of affairs in
‘his country who does not know that the retail merchante
are the farthest from any class of exercising anything like
1 monopoly. There is more real, genuine, free competition

»uyers and sellers, 'Why co-operate to fight and leave the
+eal monopolists who make the high prices to-keep on trim-
ming both merchant and consumer ¥

Listen: The workers are organized to'take eare of
chemselves; the wholesalers are organized to take eare of
themselves; the manufacturers are organized to take care
»f their interests; and the men who deal in money are bet-
.er organized than any with the papal eorporation as @
working partner. The retail merchant is the one whose
aumber i8 legion byt who stands tually at the mercy
»f public opinion on one side and of those from whom he
yuys on the other side, ,

And Rome, the greatest commercial as well as political
.orperation on earth, has suddenly become Socialistic
‘nough to organize the buying public so the consumenrs, so
)rganized, may go by their local merchants and spend their
noney with®he manufacturers and wholesalers who are the
real monopolists and source of high prices.

Is it not about time for the retailers to wake up and
cake noticed If they have no patriotic motive for checking
‘he inroads of Rome, they cettainly have the selfish motive
of self-defense to inquire why it is that an alleged chureh,
which pretends to busy itself with the salvation of souls,
wighes to upset the established methods of distributing
sommodities. To quote from the Big Four’s advertisement:
More important and more eflective, than any government regulation
Jf prices would be the establishment of co-operative stores, The enormous
wll taken from industry by the various classes of nriddlemen is now fully
realized. The astonishing differenco between the price recsived by the pro-
ducer and that paid by the consumer has become a scandal to our industrial

system,
The obvious and direct means of reducing: this tliscrepuncy and abol:

shing unnecessary middlemen is the operation of fetail and wholesale mer-
cantile concerns under the ownership and management of the consumers.
If the foregoing argument were followed to its logical
sonelusion it would result in nothing more or less than an
argument for Socialism, 1f co-operative stores are desir-
able for purposes of distribution, then:co-operative’ fac:
tories are equally desirable for purposes of manufacture.
1f consumers should own and manage the retail stocks of
groceries, hardware, dry goods, ete. how can they get the
Jdesired result of keeping down high prices at their source
i they do not also own and manage the place where eom:
modities are made or prepared for market?

And what is the necessary outcome of general co
operatiow by the Co-operative Commonwealth or Socialisi
Republic or Industrial Demogracy which Socialists advo-
cate! But, do not assume from this that pofjery i8 earn-
estly advocating Socialism. Popery is merely borrowin
Soeialistic argument to ereate confusion and perpetuate i%
to the disorganization of civilization.

~ Suppose we apply some of this Big Four bunc to or-
wanized religion. Li middlemen are such monstrosities and
so unnecessary to commerce, how about the middlemen of
veligion? How about the middlemen of the alleged church
and pretended. religion which popery répresentsi How
about the horde of monks, Xlriebts, bishops, et. al.; who in-
{ervene between man and divinity? What if the Roman
Catholic eonsumers of papal *‘religion” were to, take over
the ownership and management of the papal system? 1f
the “mud-sills”’ of society are endowed witi the wisdom to
buy and sell are they not also competent to pray and wor-
ship? But consider the following argument from 'that
same remarkable document:

Very few serious efforts of this kind' have beéen ‘made in this cotmtry

beeause our people have not felt the need of these co-operative: enterprises
us keenly as the Européan working classes, and because wo have been too

»

superior energy, initiative and commercial eapacity will ensble us, once
‘| we set about the task earnestly, even to surpsss what hes beem done in
England and Beotland. oy :

« When the werking classes have learned to make:the sscrifices, and to

opular. suspicion, 0. Bome| their sohemes s doo redicine for all fhe ill
‘prineiplo th humanity has inherited from the past. The plain, u
i Rl i o
s 1 at ‘doing. It is part
*- o ey
’ ¢ | existonce as to accept advice iro .
S g 1 O B ot roniE ciingti,

impatient and too individualistio to muke the necessary sacrifices and to )
be content with moderate benefits and gradual progress. Nevertheless, our !

" Tuat whabmo the Big Tour willultimate
discongent they are apen ding public money fo
matter that will reveal itself mp .
thesihmﬁoncnﬂsfﬂrtheexermof brains, g :
the verge of putting over some fbi'gif_ man ji
Roman Ca

gan be 80 o as to admit o ol
iastical leadership. ' e e
 Wesubmit to the candid judgment of our readers that
 elique of Rdman Catholie bishops are more out of place
‘han ever when they assume to advise concerning a recon-
struction of retail business in the United States. If it was
aver advisable for shoemakers to stick to their lasts, it is
10w more important that these agents of the discredited
»ope shotldsstick to their mummeries and leave the recon-
truction of America to Americans whose allegience and
nterest are not divided with a foreign potentate. The
‘tisiness of America is none of the Big Four's business.
has & ‘voies that will earry a mile

Ex-Monk Ericksen Goes Eastlm eny /clifhats,  The people

Ex-Monk E. M. Ericksen, who' yrini Hevi, &
enlivened the great convention and | muncgtnlo:gfhik%?md-

has stirred Aurors and vieinity | should make the most of it.

with his wonderful lectures, will
open & two weck's engagement in
0ld Ashbury Church, Wilmington,
Delaware, on Nov, 15, " He will
also begin a two weeks' engage-
ment in the M. E. church at
Goshen, New York about Nov. 2,
"No reader of this paper should
negleet an opportumity to hear
Ericksen preach Protestamtism in
its fullness. His daring and cour-
age recall that other Ericksen from
the far north—the man who ae-
tually discovered North Ameriea
hundreds of years before the pa-
rlst slave-trader, Christopher Co-
umbus, brought Spanish supersti-
tion to Central America.

, One remarkablo thing about thhe
ex-monk is that Roman roughnecks
never muke a success of their at-
tempts to break up his meetings.
It i8 not because they would not
like to, but because Ericksen is ab-
solutely fearless and of such spir-
itual as well as physioal

that the cowardly rufflans dare not
pesort to their usual exhibit of
“‘museular Christianity.”’

The local priest and his dupes,
at a village near Aurorg, tried to
{righten people away *from his
meetings, but neither that nor their
threats to make trouble had the in-
tended effeet. The priest’s house
in Verona is directly opposite the
Christian church in which Eriek-
sen was epeaking after word had
gone forth that he would be man-
handled if he persisted i expos-
ing Rome's rottenness.

nﬁl‘he ehurch’ windows and doors
were open, the building was bril-
liantly lighted, and the priest's|
house, acroes the way, was un-
lighted and had the appearance of
being deserted ; but, when the meet-
ing was well under way a passing
sutomobile happened to so direct
its lights as to reveal the pope's
priestly agent sitting at his own
window listening intently to the
prohibited lecture.

Aftor that, it is necdloss to say,
““his reverenco’’ got the full bene-
fit of the discourse, for Ericksen

QR

Masonic' Rosters Wanted

We should like to obtain the
names and addresses of every
Freemason in the United States
with the least possible delay.
Persons who can do &0 are there-
fore requested to mail rosters of
Masonice lodges to the office of
Tae MeNAce as soon as they
can. Friends of the movement
are urged to give this matter
immediate attention as it is of
the utmost importance,

Thos. E. Watson's Speech

We have received numerous re-
quests that the famous birthday
address of Thos. ., Watson be
published in Trus MeNacs, and Mr.
Watson: has kindly granted permis-
sion for us to so use it; but limited
space prochudes the possibility of
printing it in the near future,

For that reason we are pleased
to announce that this great speech
has been printed by Mr, Watson
in pamphlet form and may be ob-
tained from him at the rate-of ten
cents & copy. Addrdss Thos E.
Watson, Thomson, Ga.

Statement of Ownership

Statemont of the dwnership, manage
went, ete. of Tus Mexags, puoblisked
wcokiy at Aurore, Mo, 88 required b
the aot of congress of Angust 24, 1912,

Editor, Théo, C. Walker; managing
editor, Theo, C. Walker; business man-
ager, Dilly Parker; publisher, Menace
blishing Company: post offico address
of ench, Anrors, Mo,

Owner, Froo Press Defenss League:
president, G, O. Nations, 52 Bliss Bldy,,
Washington, D, O.; viece-president, Theo.
. Walker, Aurora, Mo.; socratary-treas-
urer, Billy Parker, Antors, Mo,

Kuown bondholders, mortagees, and
other security holders owning or holdi
one per oent or more of total amount o
bouds, mortghges, or other seouritics—

none.
: BILLY PARKER,
Businosa Manager.
‘Bworn to and smbscribod bofore me
{this 30th day of ﬂep‘lwmhm. 1910,
. H. ROARK,
Netory Publie,

{ (My commipsion expires May 20, ]!IE.:».)

GANIZATION
NEWS

Aodrss all letters about organization
to Box 76, Aurora, Mo,

GET BUSY'

due time. In'the meantime of »

ganization in some definite way,
For those who live in towns -
where there is no lodge of the 1. O,
B. or W, O, B. we have the Uni-
versal lodge in which they can hold

of (their membership until state and

local lodges become better medinms

bership in the Universal lodge goes
suggestions and information as to
how to interest others and instrue-
tions on the institution of lodge.
Those who ave really interested
will be delighted with our special
inducement for the balance of this
year. There are five thousand
cities and towns in which we have
readers who could organize a lodge
without great difficulty. All that
is needed is to get posted and make
a start,. Where lodges are formed
in this manner organization is real-
ly easier to seccomplish for three
fifths of the eost is saved.
Foryour own good and the good
of the cause you should take up
this work. It is much better to
work with several friends than it is
to work alone, There is always
more encouragement and pep in
the work—an enlivening commun-
ity of interest that brings better
results. You know these things
and shonld no longer stand in the
way of your own welfare until you
at Jeast have made an effort to ors
ganize in your community.
There is not the slightest doubt
but that the le who were at
the convention do all in their
to bring new organizations
to being. They came, eaw, heard
and know that we are going to
tackle a big job and that' every-
body must get busy. It i8 no
¢hild's play to tackle the problems
that eonfront us for 1920, we can’t
win by waiting for others to do it
You who have been wanting to ses
Rome whipped and whé&ped hard
have & chance to take hold of
the handle. Popery is going to get
the same that it received in
Italy and other nations if you non-
Catholies will show one half the
spirit and vim that characterized
those Catholie nations which could
uo longer stand the pope's dietas
tion in affairs political.

164 gou want to get into the fight
and do your part, write us at once.
I you are able to produee proof
of your eligibility to membership
in the L. 0. B. or W. O, B, nothin
shall keep you out of the lodge, If

Just address your inquiry to Box
76, ‘Anrora, Mo., and we will sce
that your wants are ~promptly
looked after. el

Those wishing to join the T. O.
B.-in Cineinnati, Ohio, should ads

dress P. O, Box 532, that town. -

I you are interested and wish to

through which to act, With mem~

you are re;dyﬁ tbol hel tduthars,
everything e one to
make the task mywﬂd pleasant, = .

ally yourself with onr patriotic or-

1

tion in Los Angeles, Cal,
genization - in o8, o

exercise the Lﬁatﬁenee required by the ownership and aperation of co-opers- 4 Al w n;
or us ow. Wé m

£ 1 attempt or accomplish while their war chest lasts is one of | tive stores, theywill be equipped to undertake s great varioty of tnsks and all: gend' your name and - :
the secrets belonging to Cardinal Gibbons™ reeent conven- | projects which benefit the community immediately, and all its constituent PATRIGTS BEWARE work together and keep at it to|two veferences to P. 0. Box No,
*%  tion of bishops and archbishops; but they have begun oper- members ultimately. . o b of the would-be patriot. who m?wﬁ““h‘ i 1682, Los Angeles. s ok
f'& ations R means of a large double-column display adver-|  Itis quite true that the kind of co-operation advoeated || was invited to the convention §, fy::,f ﬁmfﬁm Anyone, wishing information of |
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0 lic institutions in its attempt to make erica Catholie. | reached a considerable degree of perfection inEngland and s Tttt you to action at onte. Bﬂlzwi Ave, and West S0t "
L .butits latest attempt is to start a class war on retail mer- | Seotland. Therefpre,‘England fhould be on the highway mum&"ﬁm ~We are also preparing to launch 8., Clevelan Ohio ¥ \
| chants. The Big Four leads the van with a demagogio ap-|to contentment at this time. Its community and-co-opera-|| even suppose he runs a paper. || 2 WAL s e g
T pealtopopulm'premt_im, The high eost of living is a real-|tive enterprises are the result of sacrifices which English-|"_ : - b A st wEE S T
. 0 1ty and a problem which can be solved only in the $pirit of|men made but which Americans have refused to endure.|" We are meking ready for the | WANT TO HELP L
15 fairness to all parties concerned ; but the Big Four have|But is England any happier or contented than America?|lstnching of those many and nec- | onp ppgee HEFENSE LEAGUE, Lodk Box 76, K m":,:- -:'
L1 er fish to fry. Theybelong to the same cult that im- Practically all its transportation is at this writing tied up|esaty eampaigns which the - ! il T ok B oxt into tho 1. O: .“n“"' 7% 1
| 14 ported DeValera to stir up post-war trouble, and to the|by a tremendous  strike of ‘workingmen. - Co-operative eartily How Can I help to mﬁﬂh’ﬂ' ven o/t (SN |
¢ 1 same class that recently plunged the city of Boston into a|stores have not solved the problem in England any more|ss -89 e Hew can 1 becamo a mhn.d-mmm-\ e o
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